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Press Release
Saturday, 30 October 2010

GREEK ORTHODOX CEMETERY OF PANAGIA, IMVROS (MERKEZ, GÖKÇEADA) BRUTALLY VANDALIZED

78 Christian graves were destroyed with unprecedented brutality. Imvrians globally demand from the Erdogan Government the punishment of those responsible 
 
On 29 October 2010 (the national anniversary of the founding of the Turkish Republic), unknown individuals stormed into the graveyard of Panagia (Merkez or Imroz), the capital of the island of Imvros (Gökçeada), and destroyed 78 graves with unprecedented brutality. An inspection carried out by local authorities verified the extent of the destruction. 

Imvrians from all around the world have been shocked and infuriated by this appalling act. Over the last twenty years, the Greek Orthodox population, which was largely forced to abandon the island in the 1960’s and 1970’s due to the policies of the Turkish State, has been returning to its homeland, restoring ruined family houses and desecrated churches and building bridges of reconciliation and mutual understanding with the Turkish society. 

This barbaric act comes in the wake of the flagrant human rights violations and the systematic persecution suffered by the Greek Orthodox population of Imvros (Gökçeada) and Tenedos (Bozcaada) being recorded in the reports of international organizations, including the Council of Europe, the European Commission and the European Parliament. The reports of these organizations contain specific proposals for Turkey to rectify the injustices of the past. At the same time, the Turkish Government itself has undertaken certain initiatives heading in the same direction. Unfortunately, some individuals and groups continue to insist on a policy of intolerance and intimidation. 

We expect the Turkish authorities to take immediate action for the appropriate punishment of those responsible. 
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ΑΠΟΤΡΟΠΑΙΟΣ ΒΑΝΔΑΛΙΣΜΟΣ ΣΤΟ ΕΛΛΗΝΟΡΘΟΔΟΞΟ ΝΕΚΡΟΤΑΦΕΙΟ ΤΗΣ ΠΑΝΑΓΙΑΣ ΙΜΒΡΟΥ

Καταστράφηκαν 78 χριστιανικοί τάφοι με πρωτοφανή βαρβαρότητα. 

Αγανακτισμένοι οι Ίμβριοι ζητούν την παραδειγματική τιμωρία των υπευθύνων από την κυβέρνηση Ερντογάν.
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